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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaiiy disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 8-14 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Imai (U. S. Pat. No. 6,624,879) in view of Japan'261 (Japan.10- 
294261) 

Re claims 1,11 and 18, Imai is cited disclosing a stepper or scanner machine for 
processing microfeature workpieces, the machine comprising: an illuminator (IL) 
disposed within the housing; a lens (21) disposed within the housing; a workpiece 
support (1) disposed within the housing; a cleaning device disposed within the housing 
to remove contaminants from the workpiece support (see col. 14, lines 59 thru col. 14, 
line 5); and a stage (27, 28) carrying the workpiece support that differs from the claims 
only in the recitation of at least one of the stage and the cleaning device being movable 
relative to the other to selectively position the workpiece support at least proximate to 
the cleaning device and the housing as claimed. Japan'261 is each cited disclosing in a 
device to clean a chuck, the arrangement of providing relative movement between the 
cleaning device and the workpiece and a cleaning device being located in the housing 
(15) . It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the arrangement of Imai, to have relative movement between the workpiece 
support and the cleaning device and the same being located in an housing as taught by 
Japan'261, for the purpose of positioning the chuck and cleaning device for proper 



Application/Control Number: 10/636,132 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1746 

cleaning and to prevent contamination of the device. Re claim 2, Imai disclose the end 
effector (29). Re claim 1 3 and 1 9, Japan'261 and Shirley disclose the distal end 
effector. Re claim 8-10, Imai discloses the controller to perform a cleaning in that Imai 
discloses that "apparatus initiate a suitable cleaning sequence operation", col. 14, lines 
1-4) 

3. Claims 5, 6, 16, 17, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the applied prior art as applied to claims 1,11 and 18 above, and 
further in view of Morgan (U. S. Pat. No. 6,290.863) or Gindel (U. S. Pat. No. 6,666,927) 
or Japan'400 (Japan 5-291400). 

Claims 5, 6, 16, 17, 20 and 21 define over the applied prior art only in the recitation of 
the vacuum means for removing the contaminants. Morgan, Gindel and Japan'400 are 
each cited disclosing an arrangement of providing vacuum means for removing 
contaminants. It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the apparatus of Imai, to include vacuum removing means as taught by 
Morgan, Gindel, or Japan'400, for the purpose of preventing the contaminants from 
being re-deposited back onto the just cleaned surface. Also note that Morgan discloses 
the second cleaning fluid passageway. 

4. Claims 4 and 15 stand allowed. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed Oct. 24, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. In regard to the remarks on the Japan'261 (Akune) reference, namely 

I 

that the same fails to disclose a housing , attention is directed to Akune's housing 15 
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having located therein, cleaning means 51. It is the examiner's position that to 
substation one housing for another is deemed to be a mere substation of equivalents, 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1:30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

« 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




FRANKIE L STINSON 
PBIMARY EXAMINER 
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